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Impact Story: Belgian Patent license deal in the Spotlight by Université de Liège - Interface Enterprises 

The TVT-O is a surgery device to solve incontinency problems in women. A professor at the university hospital in 

Liège developed this device to simplify the surgery protocol avoiding a stay at the hospital and decreasing risk of 

complications. A first set of prototypes were produced by a local med tech company, Mediline, to carry out a 100-

patient study. Two different patents were filed by the KTO of Liege, and contacts were taken with large companies 

focused on female health. Finally, a licence was signed with Gynacare, a J&J company, and the production line was 

developed in Mediline, who is the provider of Gynacare. Today, more than one million women worldwide have been 

operated on using the TVT-O device, hundreds of physicians have been trained at the CHU Liège, and royalties came 

back to the university.  

 

https://www.epo.org/news-events/news/2020/20201124.html
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Trends in Spain (RedOTRI): Agreements with industry 

Over the last 10 years, RedOTRI has observed a trend of smaller amounts committed in signed industry agreements. 

More agreements are being signed but of lower economic and technical value (higher number of consultancy 

agreements and lower number of R&D contracts). This is particularly striking for consultancy agreements 

(€3,800/contract in 2018 and €15,000/contract in 2010) and Contract Research Agreements (€25,000/contract in 

2018 and €44,000 in 2010). It seems that R&D contracting of a certain level and scope only occurs in the framework 

of "subsidised calls" and, to a greater extent, in the European context, as Collaborative Research Agreements are the 

only ones that are maintained (€140m/contract in 2018 and €146m/contract in 2010). 
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Impact Story: Swiss Commercial collaboration in the Spotlight by Paul Scherrer Institut 

Real World Testing of Methanation Technology has been established, with Energy Partner (Energie 360°) at an 

operating waste water processing plant demonstrated significantly higher conversion of green waste to methane at 

reasonable cost. This is an example of the application of expertise from the Paul Scherrer Institute in Switzerland with 

partners to combine commercial opportunities with greener technologies.
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Impact Story: Irish Spin-off in the Spotlight by NUI Galway (submitted by KTI) 

Neurent Medical is a Galway-based medical device company specialising the treatment of rhinitis, an inflammatory 

disease of the nose. The company, having spun out of NUI Galway, is developing a low risk, single use device that 

will enable a novel kind of therapy be performed in a doctor’s office under local anaesthetic. This treatment option 

provides significantly lower risk to patients than current interventions which require the use of an operating theatre. 

Widespread use of the device will also remove substantial cost from the healthcare system. The company emerged 

from the Enterprise Ireland BioInnovate programme at NUI Galway in 2015 and benefitted from €495k in Enterprise 

Ireland commercialisation funding. In May 2018 Neurent Medical announced that it had raised €9.3m ($11m) in a 

Series A Financing round led by Fountain Healthcare Partners and with participation from Atlantic Bridge Capital, 

the Western Development Commission, Enterprise Ireland and a syndicate of Irish and US medical device veterans. 

This is the largest VC backed fundraising event for a University Medtech Spin-off company in Europe in the last 

decade. On the back of this investment Neurent Medical plans to recruit 25 staff into the company by the end of 

2021.
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Impact Story: Hungary in the Spotlight by University of Szeged 

The UNIVERSITY OF SZEGED "Virtus" Enterprise Catalyst Programme The primary objective of the University of 

Szeged Enterprise Catalyst Programme is to position the University of Szeged as a sustainable, entrepreneurial 

university, to catalyse the local start-up ecosystem and innovation milieu as well as to coordinate and integrate the 

activities into a single programme.  An award-winning start-up has been created, called Neunos Ltd, with researchers 

of the University of Szeged and is combining the latest advances of neuroscience with cutting-edge microelectronic 

approaches in order to provide a therapeutic solution based on oscillatory interference with ongoing neuronal 

network activity. A minimally invasive, implantable seizure suppression system has been developed, which 

automatically detects the onset of epileptic seizures and promptly terminates them by transcranial electrical 

stimulation before fatal accidents evolve.



ASTP Survey Report on KT Activities FY2018 | 33 

 

 



34 | ASTP Survey Report on KT Activities FY2018 

 

 



ASTP Survey Report on KT Activities FY2018 | 35 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

https://attp.info/core-rttp-competencies
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